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COMMITTEE FOR EQUITY IN WOMEN'S SURFING  
1083 Vine Street, #201 
Healdsburg, CA 95448 
Phone 707-508-8476 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/SurfEquity 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SurfEquity  
Website: www.SurfEquity.org   
 
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 
 
Steve Kinsey and all Commissioners 
California Coastal Commission 
North Coast District Office 
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000 
San Francisco, CA 94105-2219 
Steve.Kinsey@coastal.ca.gov  
 
Re: Cartel Management Permit Application No. 2-15-1458-A1 
 
Dear Chair Kinsey and all Commissioners, 
 
We are following up on our proposal for a multi-heat Women’s Division in the 
Titans of Mavericks 2016/17 event.  
 
We are pleased that Cartel appears to be listening to the advice of Coastal 
Commission staff. Moving forward, we hope that Cartel and the Titans board will 
work collaboratively with the Committee for Equity in Women’s Surfing.  
 
On Sept. 20, 2016, we submitted our proposal to your North Coast District office 
and that same day the Titans of Mavericks announced their first cut of 56 athletes 
for this year’s contest. The list included four women, but eight days later the second 
cut of 38 included none. On Sept. 28, Cartel submitted an incomplete CDP 
application to your office. The application did not include a plan for the inclusion of 
women in the Mavericks competition. On Oct. 14, we sent a letter to express our 
concern about the absence of a multi-heat women’s division and the fact that 
women athletes were not invited to participate in the 2016/17 event.  
Also on Oct. 14, Cartel sent an amendment requesting a four-season permit that 
would terminate in 2021 and in exchange they offered a one-hour heat for 6 
women competitors starting in 2017/18. Five days later, on Oct. 19, Cartel sent a 
second amendment and posted a social media announcement. This time they 
proposed a one-hour heat for 6 women competitors this season.  
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Their plan for a women’s heat lacks specifics and does not addressed key points 
included in our proposal. In an effort to resolve these concerns Karen Tynan, 
counsel for the CEWS, initiated a meeting with Cartel and the Titans board. Karen 
sent emails on Oct. 25 and 27, to Cartel’s Chief Operating Officer Brian Waters, and 
copied the Titans board; she has not received a response. A prompt reply was 
expected because the event season officially opens on Nov. 1 and the Coastal 
Commission hearing is only a few days away.  
 

A multiyear permit would put women athletes at a 
disadvantage. Oversight and accountability are needed to 
ensure equity. Please don’t approve a multiyear permit. 
 
 
The Committee for Equity in Women’s Surfing urges the Coastal Commission to 
require the following: 
 

• Cartel Management shall include an equal Women's Division for each year 
that the “Titans” event is held. An equitable division means, at very least, 2 
qualifying heats for female competitors with the winners of the two heats 
advancing to a final heat to determine the overall women's champion of the 
event. 

• Cartel must develop a detailed plan for a Women’s Division with multiple 
heats. Six women to compete in three heats in a women’s division: two 
semi-finals and a final, with the inclusion of six women alternates. 

• Judging criteria and heat formats would be identical for both male and 
female divisions. 

• The women’s heats should be scheduled for the time of day that will best 
showcase their surfing abilities. 

• The prize money for the Women's Division shall be equal to the Men's 
Division. 

• Cartel Management shall include at least one woman on the Committee 5. 
This woman shall represent female competitors and shall be chosen by 
female big wave competitors. In the interest of transparency and in 
avoidance of conflict, this female should not be a competitor. 

• Fair terms of participation and liability waivers shall be crafted by CEWS or 
other athlete representation with input from Cartel to develop terms best for 
athletes, the event, and the sport. 

• Furthermore, Women’s Division sequencing should be considered annually as 
the sport develops. A multiyear permit does not allow for growth and does 
not hold the competition accountable for those changes.  



C E W S 
!
 
 
 
We believe that it’s time for women athletes to be given an opportunity to compete 
in a multi-heat women’s division at Mavericks.  It will be good for women, for the 
Maverick’s legacy, and it ensures fair and equal access to coastal waters. 
 
Thank you for considering our views. 
 

Paige Alms 
Keala Kennelly 
Andrea Moller 
Bianca Valenti 

 
 
Oct. 19, 2016, Titans of Mavericks Facebook post 
 

 
 

Copy  
Renee Ananda: Renee.Ananda@coastal.ca.gov  
Nancy Cave: Nancy.Cave@coastal.ca.gov  
Jeannine Manna: Jeannine.Manna@coastal.ca.gov  
Stephanie Rexing: Stephanie.Rexing@coastal.ca.gov   
 


