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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—June 25, 2018—Puerto Escondido, Oaxaca, Mexico 
 
Puerto Escondido Cup: Heaviest Competition In The History Of 
Women’s Professional Surfing 
 
On Sunday, June 24, 2018, the Puerto Escondido Cup included the first ever women’s big-wave 
heat in Latin America. The waves were building throughout the morning coming to peak size 
during the women’s final. Six women surfed waves up to 30 feet high with confidence and skill 
at one of the heaviest beach breaks in the world. 
 
First place winner, Bianca Valenti said, “All the athletes, male and female crushed it and put on 
a great show. It was rad! The entire town was stoked, the men, the women, the boys, the girls, 
everyone! We’re all in this together. Women-up!” 
 
Isabelle Leonhardt said, “I’m so happy I got to catch waves with these amazing chargers, it was 
my honor to surf with them.” 
 
Legendary big-wave surfer Keala Kennelly said, “The chicks showed up and blowed up. How 
bout that equal pay.” 
 
World Surf League (WSL) Big Wave Tour organizer Gary Linden said this was the best women’s 
big-wave surfing event he’d seen. Linden put up his own cash as prize money for the women. 
First place winner, Bianca Valenti earned $1,750 while the first place finish in the men’s 
division took home $7,000. 
 
The lack of parity did not go unnoticed. Emi Erickson said, “The risks are the same so why 
aren’t the prizes the same? I think we deserve it.” It’s difficult for professional women 
athletes to travel to competitions without an opportunity to earn equal prize money and 
equal media exposure. 
 
After the heavy surf at Puerto it is clear that women play an integral part to growth for the big-
wave tour. Increasing the number of events and the number of awards for women, as well as 
offering equal prize money, and equal media exposure is the only way to achieve meaningful 
equity in competitive surfing. 
 
Puerto Escondido Cup Women’s Division Results:  
 

Bianca Valenti 
Isabelle Leonhardt 
Keala Kennelly 
Raquel Heckert 
Emily Erickson 
Poli Rada 

 
The Committee for Equity in Women’s Surfing is looking forward to the Mavericks Challenge 
this season. Fingers crossed the event finally happens for women big-wave athletes! 


