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SURF EQUITY 
The Waves Do Not Discriminate 
  

Website: surfequity.org 

Instagram: @SurfEquity 

Twitter: @SurfEquity 

Sabrina@surfequity.org 

 

Monday, August 29, 2022 

 

Jennifer Lucchesi, Executive Officer 

California State Lands Commission 

100 Howe Avenue, Suite 100 South 

Sacramento CA 95825 

Email: Jennifer.Lucchesi@slc.ca.gov 

 

 

Re: The City of Huntington Beach Permits Gender Discrimination on State Lands Lease 6616 
 

Dear Executive Officer Lucchesi, 

 

Please enforce the non-discrimination clause in CA State Lands lease 6616. For decades, the City 

of Huntington Beach has approved event permits that exclude women and girls from 

professional surf competitions, pay less prize compensation to women and girls and lack equal 

playing time/competition time. 

 

CA State Lands lease 6616, section 10. NON-DISCRIMINATION CLAUSE: During the performance 

of this Agreement, Contract and its subcontractors shall not deny the contract’s benefits to any 

person on the basis of race, religious creed, color, national origin, ancestry, physical disability, 

mental disability, medical condition, genetic information, marital status, sex, gender, gender 

identity, gender expression, age, sexual orientation, or military and veteran status… Contractors 

shall include the nondiscrimination and compliance provisions of this clause in all subcontracts 

the perform work under this Agreement. 

 

Huntington Beach (aka Surf City USA) is home to several professional surf competitions. In 2022, 

the Vans US Open of Surfing was held from July 30 through Aug 7, RipCurl GromSearch held 

from June 17 through June 19, and Jack’s Surfboard Pro held from April 27 through May 

1. Please note that a non-discrimination clause is not included in City event permits for pro surf 

comps held within CA State Lands lease 6616. Here’s a link to three corresponding event permits 

and related photos: https://spaces.hightail.com/space/s6LVzwSmr9 

 

 

http://www.surfequity.org/
mailto:Sabrina@surfequity.org
https://www.slc.ca.gov/2019/01/07/lucchesi/
mailto:Jennifer.Lucchesi@slc.ca.gov
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5803b9e02e69cf75b4a2c522/t/630d3528f416e871736f3d80/1661809962145/State+Lands+Lease+6616+Huntington+Beach+Pier+.pdf
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/s6LVzwSmr9
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In 2022, the Vans US Open of Surfing (a WSL Challenger Series event) included 96 men and 64 

women. This is an important pro event that awards prize compensation and points to qualify for 

the World Surf League Championship Tour and the Olympic Games. The lack of parity in the 

number of women and men allowed to compete results in the exclusion of women and girls and 

provides men and boys with an unfair advantage. 

 

After tracking pro comps held in Huntington Beach for a past few years it’s become apparent 

that the City is not interested in protecting athletes from gender discrimination within the State 

Lands lease area. 

 

Here’s an example of how girls are being harmed:  In 2022, the RipCurl GromSearch 

only allowed girls to compete in 1 age category while they provided 3 age categories for boys. 

Gender discrimination was not accurately reported in the City's permit application by event 

organizer Darren Brilhart owner of Brillo Productions, Inc. In Mr. Brilhart's application he wrote 

that the competition included “boys and girls ages 16 and under”. He neglected to mention that 

9 boys would receive prize compensation and only 4 girls would receive prize compensation, 

including 2 boys who received $500 checks and 1 girl who received a $500 check. As I 

mentioned previously, City event permits lack a non-discrimination clause. 

 

Huntington Beach Pier Lease Area:  There are numerous photo and videos online that 

include images of competitors accessing the ocean and competing directly next to the pier and 

sometimes under the pier within the 160-foot-wide State Lands 6616-lease area. Please see the 

attached photos as examples, note the image of Kelly Slater “shooting” under the Huntington 

Beach Pier while competing in the 2012 US Open of Surfing. Here’s a link to a map of the 

competition area for reference, please note that pro surfing comps are held directly next to the 

Huntington Beach Pier, in the Pacific Ocean, on the shoreline and on the public 

beach: https://goo.gl/maps/wXTuVtQWK8geSxgH8  

 

Please prohibit gender discrimination in pro surfing comps consistent with the 

State Lands lease agreement for the Mavericks competition in San Mateo 

County.  

 

We request that CA State Lands correct gender discrimination by enforcing lease 6616 and state 

law (AB 467) by requiring the following as conditions for professional surf competitions within 

the 6616-lease area: 

• A women’s division and a men’s division with an identical number of participants in each 

gendered category and age division 

https://www.vansusopenofsurfing.com/2022/surf/results/mens-cs
https://www.vansusopenofsurfing.com/2022/surf/results/wcs
https://www.vansusopenofsurfing.com/2022/surf/results/wcs
https://goo.gl/maps/wXTuVtQWK8geSxgH8
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5803b9e02e69cf75b4a2c522/t/6313af95318d825c09168269/1662234518191/20190AB467_95.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5803b9e02e69cf75b4a2c522/t/6313af95318d825c09168269/1662234518191/20190AB467_95.pdf
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• Identical number of competition events/heats in each gendered category and age division 

• Identical playing time/heat time in each gendered category and age division 

• Equal prize compensation in each gendered category and age division 

• Additionally, professional surf competitions should be encouraged to include an equal 

number of women and men judges and women and men announcers. 

Here’s the Problem: Discrimination is the biggest challenge facing women professional 

surfers in California and globally. Gender discrimination results in the exclusion of women from 

athletic competitions. Women athletes have fewer opportunities to earn prize money and 

ranking points.  

 

Actual Damages:  Gender-based discrimination results in less playing/surfing time for women 

athletes, fewer opportunities, loss of income, lack of achievement recognition, smaller 

marketing budgets, fewer sponsorship opportunities, substandard facilities, lack of coaching or 

no coaching, less or no training, limited or no safety training, second-rate equipment, 

inadequate healthcare, injuries, and prolonged injury recovery. The list goes on…  

 

We asked for equal pay:  In July 2018, the Committee for Equity in Women’s Surfing met 

with the World Surf League at a hotel in Redwood City, CA and presented a proposal for equal 

prize money. We asked the WSL to end gender-based discrimination. CEO Sophie Goldschmidt 

said, “No” and threatened to cancel Mavericks rather than pay women equally. 

 

We stood our ground and went to the California State Lands Commission and California Coastal 

Commission and requested equal access and equal pay.  

 

In Sept 2018, the WSL announced global equal prize money for every WSL event. We won the 

battle for global equal pay in professional surfing however that battle is still being fought. We 

need your help to correct gender discrimination. 

 

In 2022, the WSL Championship Tour prize money is not equal because the tour included 32 

men and only 16 women. The WSL excludes women from an equal opportunity to compete in 

the Challenger Series and the Championship Tour and thereby reduces their ability to qualify for 

the Olympic Games. 

 

Our work is the subject of two documentary films, and hundreds of news stories including the 

New York Times Magazine feature published Feb 10, 2019, “The Fight for Gender Equality, In 

One of the Most Dangerous Sports on Earth.”  

 

https://cews.squarespace.com/s/CEWS-Mavericks-Proposal-July-2018-final.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/02/07/magazine/women-surf-big-wave.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/02/07/magazine/women-surf-big-wave.html
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Today, we’re continuing the fight for equality, equal access, inclusion, and equal pay. Please 

enforce the non-discrimination clause in CA State Lands lease 6616 and state law. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Sabrina Brennan 

Founder, Surf Equity & Sport Equity  

Co-Founder, Committee for Equity in Women’s Surfing 

 

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5803b9e02e69cf75b4a2c522/t/6313af95318d825c09168269/1662234518191/20190AB467_95.pdf
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Kelly Slater “shoots” the Huntington Beach Pier while competing in the  

2012 US Open of Surfing, Orange County Register 8-6-2012  

 

 
 

 

2019 US Open of Surfing, Huntington Beach 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ocregister.com/2012/08/06/us-open-of-surfing-champs-crowned-in-huntington-beach/
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2017 US Open of Surfing, Huntington Beach 

 

 
 

 

2021 US Open of Surfing, Huntington Beach - Griffin Colapinto of San Clemente 
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2022 GromSearch, Huntington Beach 

1 Girl and 2 Boys win $500, YouTube  

 

     
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZqNF5WzH0Q
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